CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 


30 July 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Chester L. Cooper 
. _ White House Staff 


SUBJECT? Chinese Communist Military and Naval 
Units in North Vietnam 


4. 


In response to your telephone seuiet of 29 July, I 
attach excerpts fron this week's Watch Report of the United 
Btates Intelligence Board. These represent the best judgnent 
of the intelligence community on the subject at this time. 
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Richard D. Kovar 
Vietnan Perot ed Start 
Central Intelligence Agency 
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EXCERPT FROM THE 
COMBINED WATCH REPORT 
- OF THE 
UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARD 


Conclus ions 


Additional evidence indicates that most, if not all, of the 
Chinese Caxnnunist nilitary entities deployed in the northcast region ee 
North Vietnan are engaged in logistic activities. The numberf = ~ UA 

“ " {involved and the rapidity of deployment may 
foreshadow Gacpetced Chinese Coznunist military involvenent in the 
Vietnamese war. We have not detected the southward deployment of 
any Chinese Comaunist ground combat units, 


Commmist Chines _Since our last report, the munber’ of Chinese 
in the Sino/DRV border area has 
continued to increase. Those fecilities that have been tentatively 
identified appear to be serving Chinese Coxaunist ground force/rear 
service units in this area, ond their recent expansion may indicate 
that additional units/authorities are involyed, Our linited data 





‘go far,|. 


do not pernit. any ‘elear definition of the “écheéion; ‘size ‘or “specific 
mission of these units/authorities. Available evidence to date, 
however, continues to indicate their probable primary association 
with military logistic support operations from Communist China into 
the DRV or to southwest China. Our evidence is now «uch stronger 
that several of these entities are located in northeastern North 
Vietnan. : 


The previously susscvea Chinese Communist ship activity along 
the coast of North Vietnam froa Halphong to Mong Cai on the Sino- 
DRV bordex continues. We now believe this activity to be related 
to the operations of the ground/rear service units deployed into 
northeastern North Vietnam, # 
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isk: ee Phe heat beiteg 
: andieates “that ‘at Teast’ “two subordinate cia probably 


pogimenta » of the 2nd Railway Engineer Division remain in the 
division's original base area in China subsequent to the division 
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headquarters’ deployment to the DAV in late June. There are 
indications that these two elements are located on the rail | ‘a. 
line between Hengyang and Pinghsiang on the DRV border. ‘This 
suggests that the primary role of the 2nd Railway Engineer 
Division is to expedite the flow of military traffic along 
the major supply line between China and North Vietnam. 


The Chinese Communists apparently are augmenting their patrol 
force, in. the. South Sea Plect area near the Tonkin Gulf. 
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..» {four Shanehai-class 120-f% fast patrol ~ 
boats at Hindicoa” on Hainan Island. Oa the same date, three addi- 
tional Shanzhai boats were reported near Canton. With the exception 
of one such ship which was photographed near Canton last fall, all’ 
of these have apparently arrived in the area recently. 
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% Military Airfield 
WH Military Airfield under construction 
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